
Paragraph structure: Teachers’ notes 
 
What is a topic sentence? 
A topic sentence gives the main idea or theme of the paragraph to follow, while also referencing 
the overall topic of the article/essay/review. It usually comes at the start of a paragraph and 
offers a summary of what is to be discussed in the rest of the paragraph. 
 
Examples: 
 
But will the current budget cuts be enough to balance the school district’s budget? - The question 
introduced the topic - balancing the budget. The question form requires a response to make sense, 
so leads us in to examples. 
 
But there may be more to this issue than first thought. - Here, the topic sentence does not tell us 
explicitly what is going to be discussed. The contrast linking word ‘but’ provides a link to the previous 
paragraph and indicates that we are going to read a contrasting idea. 
 
While the ant generally works for the benefit of the community, he also carries out duties for his own 
needs. - Here, we have a link to the previous paragraph at the start of the sentence, and a new idea 
in the second clause. Probably, the previous paragraph concerned the ant as a community-focused 
creature. THis new paragraph will focus on the way ants work for their own personal interest. 
 
Example sentences taken from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Topic_sentence  
 
What are supporting examples? 
 
Supporting examples are exactly what their name suggests: examples which support the topic 
sentences. These could involve facts, statistics, expert quotations, scenes from films being 
reviewed, anecdotes in articles and so on. This is a very important element which many learners 
of English struggle with, as their own academic writing tradition does not require it. 
 
From a student article on what you would save in a fire at your house: 
 
...The value of the bracelet lies in the fact that it was bought for me by my grandmother before 
she died, and so it is irreplaceable. 
 
Here, the author is supporting her statement that she would save a silver bracelet in a fire by 
giving us her personal reasons for that choice. In an article like this, it is not necessary to quote 
experts or reference graphs, but this would be appropriate for a more academic essay, or in the 
IELTS part 1 writing task. 
 
What are concluding/linking/opinion sentences? 
 
Within the piece of writing, final sentences of paragraphs should summarize the argument of the 
paragraph and perhaps provide a link to the following one. It is, in many ways, the mirror of our 
topic sentence. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Topic_sentence


Here is an example from the Cambridge English First handbook for teachers. The essay topic is 
an on how we can improve pollution levels in cities: 
 
Needless to say that use of environmentally-friendly engines helps us to save the atmosphere 
from pollution. 
 
This sentence concludes a body text paragraph on the damage transport causes to the 
environment. It summarizes the main point of transport pollution and links back to the topic of 
the essay as a whole, before heading on to the next point on water pollution, rather than air 
pollution. 


